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Solo performers recite two poems chosen from the 
One poem must have 

been published in or after 1914, and one from 
before 1914. GCSE and A Level English students are 
permitted to replace one Poetry By Heart website 
poem with one of their set text poems as long as the 
pre-1914/post-1914 balance is kept. The emphasis 
is on competition, with a formal set of judging 
criteria and trophies awarded to the winners.  
The Classic category is for children aged 7-18.

This category is for solo, pair or small 
group performances. Entering the 
freestyle category is about having 
fun and taking part. Performers 
are encouraged to choose one poem 
from the Poetry by Heart website, 
although other poems are accepted 
in this category.

Classic

Freestyle

Choose a poem · Learn it by heart · Perform it out loud

What is Poetry by Heart?
Poetry by Heart is a prestigious national poetry recitation contest. Home Educated students 
are invited to enter for the third year in a row. Experience all the joy and benefits which can 
be derived from learning a poem by heart and a chance to perform at the Grand Finale 
at Shakespeare’s Globe Theatre, London. Entering is simple - choose a poem, learn it by heart 
then perform it out loud. You can choose to enter one of two categories:

You can find more information on the different categories

The poetry by heart website has tips on getting to know your poem here.  
There’s also advice on
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You can use the Plan Your Poem resource in this pack to help you develop your performance.

How Can I Enter as a Home Educator?
For the purposes of the competition, the Twinkl Home Ed community will act as a school.  
Once you’ve learnt your poem, video your performance and upload it to the Twinkl Home Ed 
team using this

Choose a poem that means something 
to you, that you understand and feel a 

connection with.

Watch past performances in the .

Think about where you will read 
your poem. 

Think about how you can make your 
performance stand out.

Use the

Really learn your poem, understand 
it and think about the meaning or 

meanings of the words.

When reciting, use your body language 
and not just your voice - remember, this 

is a performance!

Please note: Poetry by Heart does not accept 
any edited videos so your performance needs to 
be recorded in one continuous take and with the 
recording frame set to landscape. You can have as 
many attempts as you want to get it right though!

The form contains a link to 
WeTransfer.com, a simple way 
to send videos. The form will 
guide you through the process of 
submitting your entry.
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What Happens Next?
The Twinkl Home Ed team will select entrants to forward to the Poetry by Heart team.  
The Poetry by Heart team will review all the submissions and choose the finalists who will 
then be invited to perform at Shakespeare’s Globe in London in June 2023.

Further Resources

• splitting the poem up with your family 
so each of you has a line or verse

• say random lines aloud and see 
if each person can remember 
what comes next

• reciting your poem as a 
family before each mealtime 

• making up movements and gestures 
to go with different parts of the poem

• working with a partner or 
group to create a routine 
for the whole poem

• performing your poem to a 
friend or family member

• writing up lines and sticking 
them up around the house

• collecting the lines and 
reordering them correctly

• drawing or illustrating 
some lines of the poem 
and displaying them

• listening to some different readings 
of the poem on the Poetry Archive

• watching some poets perform their 
own poems at CLPE Poetryline

• watch a video poem on Poetry By Heart 
Poetry Mix-It-Up (try ‘The Tyger’) 

• watch other pupil performances of the 
poem on the Poetry By Heart Performance 
Gallery and individual poem pages

• which family member 
suits which line

• adding actions or gestures

• movements that match 
the words in the poem

• which actions help you 
to remember the poem

• keeping the  
meaning of  
the poem clear  

• a place where you would 
see the poem frequently

• what the poem 
would look like

• sounds of the poem

• the movement and rhythm 
you can hear 

•  different ways of 
reading the  
same poem

Share it

Shape It

Display it

Listen to It 

Try:

Try:

Try:

Try:

Think about:

Think about:

Think about:

Think about:
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Did I...

use a clear voice?

make sure I could be heard?

use feeling and expression?

use movement and gestures?

consider the speed of my delivery?

suit the tone of my voice to the meaning of the words?

use background music or sounds (if needed)?

follow a rhythm if I needed to?

use different voices for different characters?

speak confidently?

make eye-contact with my audience?

Features of Reading Aloud and 
Performing Checklist
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• reading each line several times and 

emphasise different words and phrases

• using different tones of voice to 

read different parts of the poem

• marking up a copy of the 

poem to remember how 

you choose to speak it

• writing out the poem by hand 

• illustrating the poem with 

patterns and pictures

• using your finished 

poem poster to learn 

the poem by heart

• clapping or drumming 

the poem’s beat as 

you read it out loud

• chanting or 

dancing the poem 

• walking in time to the 

poem as you say the lines 

• pace 

• volume

• timing

• visualising the words 

in the poem 

• which images help you 

to remember the poem

• using different speeds

• where to place pauses 

• rhythm 

Speak itPoetry by Heart

Learn a Poem

See it
Move it

Try:

Try:
Try:

Think about:

Challenge Cards

Think about:
Think about:

We hope you find the information on our website and resources useful. This resource 

contains links to external websites. Please be aware that the inclusion of any link in this 

resource should not be taken as an endorsement of any kind by Twinkl of th  website 

or any association with its operators. You should also be aware that we have trol over 

the availability of the linked pages. If the link is not working, please let 

us know by contacting TwinklCares and we will try to fix it although we 

can assume no responsibility if this is the case. We are not responsible 

for the content of external sites.
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Responding to a Poem Mind Map

Read the poem. What do you 
notice/recognise?

Patterns?

Dislikes – Why? Likes – Why?

Emotive?

Structure?

Words

Devices?

Connotations?

Punctuation?

Questions/tricky bits?
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What do I think the children in the Poetry by 
Heart performance gallery do well? What can I 
take from their performances and use in mine?

What is the mood of the poem? Is it sad, 
nostalgic, joyful or happy? How can I 
show this in my performance?

Are there any themes in my poem that I 
can reflect in my performance, for example, 
would props be appropriate or could I wear 
something to reflect the theme of my poem?

How can I make my performance 
stand out from others?

Are there any actions that 
would fit with my poem? 
How can I use movement to 
highlight important moments 
in my poem?

What do I want people listening to my 
poem to feel? How can I achieve this?
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